
 
This Open Meeting of the Board of Trustees is authorized in accordance with the 
Texas Government Code, §§551.001 through 551.146. Verification of Notice of 
Meeting and Agenda are on file in the Office of Board Relations. Per Texas 
Government Code §551.1282, this meeting is being broadcast over the Internet in 
the manner prescribed by Texas Government Code, §551.128.  In accordance 
with Texas Government Code §551.127 one or more members of the Board of 
Trustees may participate in the meeting via videoconference in accordance with the 
provisions thereof. 
 
NOTICE OF AN AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FOR DALLAS COLLEGE 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2026 | 11:30 AM 

 
Administration Office 

1601 Botham Jean Blvd., Room #036, Dallas, TX 75215 
www.dallascollege.edu/boardmeetingslive 

 
Persons who address the Board are reminded that the Board may not take formal 
action on matters that are not part of the meeting agenda and may not discuss or 
deliberate on any topic that is not specifically named in the agenda. For any non-
agenda topic introduced during this meeting, there are three (3) permissible 
responses: 1) to provide a factual answer to a question; 2) to cite specific Board 
Policy relevant to a topic; or 3) the topic may, at a later date, be placed on a Board 
Agenda for a subsequent meeting. 
 
Speakers shall direct their presentations to the Board Chair, or the Board, as a 
whole. 
 

AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA 
 

1. Roll Call - Announcement of Quorum 
(Committee Members: Kesha O’Reilly (Committee Chair)), Catalina E. Garcia 
(Member)) 

https://www.dallascollege.edu/about/trustees/pages/board-videos.aspx?utm_source=shortcut-url&utm_medium=redirect&utm_campaign=shortcuts&utm_content=boardmeetingslive


 
2. Certification of Notice Posted for the Meeting 

 
3. Citizens Desiring to Address the Board 

 
4. Committee Presentations 

4.1. Presentation of Internal Audit Department (IAD) Report FY2026 – 
4th Quarter Update 
Presenters: Amanda Benson, Rob Wendland 

4.2. Presentation of Annual Audit Plan for FY 2026-27 and Consideration 
and Deliberation of Recommendation for Approval 
Presenters: Amanda Benson, Rob Wendland 

 
5. Items for Review 

5.1. Committee Notes 
 a. Audit Committee Notes for August 11, 2026 

 
6. Executive Session  

6.1. Consultation with Attorney Regarding Legal Matters or Pending 
and/or Contemplated Litigation or Settlement Offers - Section 
551.0713 

a. Salvatore Frisella, Paul Patrick Day, and Howard Jeffrey Hughes v. 
Dallas College; Civil Action No.: 3:24-cv-00469-D, pending in the 
United States District Court for the Northern District of Texas; 

b. Brianna K. Day v. Dallas College; Civil Action No.: 3:24-CV-01259-
N, pending in the United States District Court for the Northern 
District of Texas; 

c. Daniel Diaz-Alcaraz v. Dallas College; Civil Action No.: 3:25-CV-
2258-X, pending in the United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Texas; 

d. Daniel Diaz-Alcaraz v. Dallas College Board of Trustees; Cause No. 
DC-25-15491, pending in the 116th Judicial District Court, Dallas 
County, Texas 

6.2. Personnel Matters Relating to Appointment, Employment, 
Evaluation, Assignments, Duties, Discipline, or Dismissal of Officers 
or Employees- Section 551.074 



6.3. Deliberate Regarding Real Property Since Open Deliberation would 
have a Detrimental Effect Upon Negotiations with a Third Person - 
Section 551.072 

6.4. Deliberate Regarding Security Devices or Security Audits Sections 
551.076 and 551.089 

 
7. Adjournment 

 
If, during the course of the meeting, discussion of any item on the agenda should 
be held in a closed meeting, the board will conduct a closed meeting in 
accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, Chapter 
551, Subchapters D and E or Texas Government Code section 418.183(f). Before 
any closed meeting is convened, the presiding officer will publicly identify the 
section or sections of the Act authorizing the closed meeting. All final votes, 
actions, or decisions will be taken in open meeting. 

 
 

CERTIFICATION OF NOTICE POSTED FOR OCTOBER 6, 2026, AUDIT 
COMMITTEE MEETING OF DALLAS COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
I, Justin H. Lonon, Secretary of the Board of Trustees of Dallas College, do 
certify that a copy of the notice for this meeting was posted on the 3 0 t h  
day of September 2 0 2 6  in compliance with the applicable provisions of 
the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

ITEM FOR REVIEW NO. 5.1.a. 
 

Audit Committee Notes for August 11, 2026 
 
The Audit Committee Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Dallas College was 
held Tuesday, August 11, 2026, beginning at 2:12 P.M. at the administrative 
office in room 036 and was broadcast via this streaming link.  This meeting was 
convened by Diana Flores. 
 
Board Members and Officers Present 

 Ms. Monica Lira Bravo 
 Mr. Cliff Boyd 

* Ms. Diana Flores  
* Dr. Catalina Garcia 

 Dr. Justin H. Lonon (Secretary and Chancellor) 
 Mr. Paul Mayer 
 

* 
Mr. Philip Ritter 
Dr. Kesha O’Reilly (Committee Chair) 

  
* Denotes a committee member 

 
Members Absent 
None. 
 
1. Roll Call - Announcement of a Quorum  
 Confirmed by Trustee Flores. 

 
2. Certification of Notice Posted for the Meeting  
 Confirmed by Chancellor Justin Lonon. 

 
3. Citizens Desiring to Address the Board 
 There were no citizens desiring to address the Board. 

 
4. 
 
 
 

Committee Presentations 
4.1   2026 Pre-Audit Meeting 
         Presenters: Tiska Thomas, Whitley Penn representatives 
 
Tiska Thomas, Chief Financial Officer, introduced Roger Tovar, Partner from 
Whitley Penn, and acknowledged the Dallas College finance team 

https://mediaportal.dallascollege.edu/media/qDR3KJ


 

responsible for supporting the annual financial audit process.  
 
Tovar provided an overview of the FY2026 audit process, noting that Whitley 
Penn was in its second year serving as the College's external auditor. He 
explained that the audit was conducted using a risk-based approach and 
included risk assessment, internal control testing, compliance testing, 
substantive testing of financial statement balances, and issuance of audit 
opinions and required reports. Tovar reported that risk assessment and 
internal control evaluation activities were completed and that control and 
compliance testing was approximately 90% complete.  
 
Tovar reviewed the three possible financial statement audit opinions, noting 
that an unmodified, or "clean," opinion represents the highest level of 
assurance available. He also explained that the audit will result in three 
reports: the financial statement audit report, the report on internal controls 
over financial reporting, and the single audit report covering federal and 
state grant compliance. Any identified control deficiencies would be 
reported to the Board along with management's corrective action plans.   
 
Tovar discussed significant audit areas, including human resources, payroll, 
purchasing, accounts payable, information technology, property taxes, 
journal entries, student financial assistance programs, the Texas 
Educational Opportunity Grant (TEOG), procurement, purchasing cards, and 
compliance with the Public Funds Investment Act (PFIA). Tovar noted that 
improper revenue recognition remained a presumed fraud risk incorporated 
into the audit plan as part of Whitley Penn's audit approach for 
governmental audits and is not specific to Dallas College. He also reviewed 
the implementation of GASB Statements No. 103 and No. 104, noting that 
while certain disclosure and presentation changes were required, they were 
not expected to significantly impact the College's financial statements.  
 
Tovar confirmed that the audit was being conducted in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards, Uniform Guidance, and Texas Grant 
Management Standards, confirmed their independence from Dallas College 
and stated that no auditor specialists are expected to be used during the 
audit engagement. Additionally, The Dallas College Foundation's financial 
information is included within the College's financial reporting package; 
however, the Foundation is audited by a separate audit firm, and Whitley 
Penn relies on the work performed by that firm. 



 

 

 
Tovar concluded by reviewing the audit timeline, noting that interim 
fieldwork was underway, year-end fieldwork would occur in October and 
November, and final audit reports were expected to be presented to the 
Board in December. 
 
During discussion, Trustee Ritter inquired about PFIA compliance testing. 
Tovar explained that audit procedures include reviewing investment officer 
requirements, training, investment policies, and compliance with policy 
requirements. Trustee Flores inquired about internship opportunities with 
Whitley Penn, and Tovar stated that the firm offered internships annually 
and that Dallas College students may apply through the firm's website. 
 
Thomas concluded by emphasizing the importance of the annual financial 
audit in validating compliance with applicable laws, regulations, and Board-
approved policies, and noted management's commitment to maintaining 
the College's history of receiving unmodified audit opinions. 
 

5. Items for Review 
5.1.   Committee Notes  
            a. Audit Committee Notes for June 24, 2026 

   No comments or revisions were noted. 
 

6. 
 

Executive Session  
There was no executive session. 
 

7. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 P.M. 

  
Agendas, captioned videos, and transcripts for Dallas College Board Meetings 
are available at our website, http://www.dallascollege.edu/boardmeetingslive. 

http://www.dallascollege.edu/boardmeetingslive
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