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Spring 2026 DC Retiree Newsletter

From the Association President — Robert Young

Welcome to 2026 and a new year together! First, let me invite you to the DC Retiree
Association’s spring luncheon on Thursday, March 26, at ElI Centro. Mark your calendar
and make your reservation by March 6. See more details in our newsletter.

Many of you may already know me, but | would like to introduce
myself to our entire membership. I’'m Robert Young. | served for 34
years as general counsel for what was then the Dallas County
Community College District. During that time, | served seven
chancellors (the last was Dr. Wright Lassiter Jr.) as well as all
members of the district’'s Board of Trustees. | had many
responsibilities, but it was clearly the best job | ever had.

| am an almost-newlywed of two and a half years to Jeanette, who hails from Lake
Charles, Louisiana. We have a great time together! | love Colorado, where she skied
often but had never really seen the countryside. | made it my mission to show it to her!

Many of you have likely been to Colorado and are familiar with places we shared,
starting with a stop at Rocky Mountain National Park. After that, we took a southerly
route to several places: Breckenridge, Buena Vista, Mesa Verde National Park,
Durango and Silverton. Rafting down the Arkansas River in Buena Vista was my idea.
My aching back said otherwise, but It was really fun in retrospect! When we arrived in
Durango, we took a side trip on an old train to Silverton and back.



Last summer we planned a shorter itinerary after Jeanette’s knee surgery for a torn
meniscus. (Did | mention she is a pickleball player?) We went to a reunion near Winter
Park with Janie’s family (my deceased wife) and then on to Colorado Springs, Pikes
Peak (by car) and the Garden of the Gods. As you may have gathered, | love Colorado.

| look forward to meeting all of you and getting involved in the DC Retiree Association.

We have dedicated people who are working to make that happen. Please don’t hesitate
to contact me or any of the board members if you have questions, ideas or concerns.

From the Chancellor — Dr. Justin H. London

Greetings! This spring marks a powerful milestone for our institution — 60 years of
transformation, resilience and community impact. While much has changed since our
founding, our core mission remains the same: to remove barriers and expand
opportunity for every learner who walks through our doors.

| invite you to take a few minutes to watch the debut episode of The Download, our new
video series, where various leaders throughout the college will share updates on how
we're reimagining what’s next for higher education. In this first episode, we spotlight our
continued investment in adult learners, childcare partnerships and bachelor’s degree
pathways — initiatives that are pushing us forward as a 22nd-century college.

Watch the episode here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a887fTPjBis

Thank your for being part of the Dallas College legacy. Your contributions laid the
foundation for the momentum we’re building today. Always and forever #DallasCollege
Proud


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a887fTPjBis

Hop On In for the Spring 2026 Luncheon and Meeting

Have a hopping good time during the DC Retiree Association’s Spring Luncheon and
business meeting, featuring New England cuisine. We’'ll see you at EIl Centro, where
you can enjoy freshly prepared dishes served by students exploring culinary careers.

When: Thursday, March 26, 2026; reservation deadline: Friday, March 6, 2026
Times: Check-in and chat, 11 to 11:30 a.m.; lunch and meeting, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: El Centro Dining Room, C100  Cost: $17 per person

(Please note that the cost includes a $2 “tip” for a student scholarship fund.)

When you make your reservation, please indicate which options you prefer:
* Appetizer — Crab Cake OR Clam Chowder Soup
* Dessert — Victoria Cake OR Maple Pear

Transportation: Ride the red, orange, blue or green DART lines to the West End Station.
(See schedule and fares at www.DART.org or 214-979-1111.) El Centro is one block
south. You can park for a fee around the campus. Please note: El Centro has a security
officer at each entrance to check identifications. Those officers will have a list of

attendees for the lunch. Have your ID handy.
o< o< o<

RESERVATION FORM

Spring Luncheon and Meeting

Event Date: Thursday, March 26, 2026 (El Centro Campus)
Reservation Deadline: Friday, March 6, 2026

Mail to: Robert Gonzales, Treasurer, 7055 LaVista Dr., Dallas TX 75214
(Please make your check payable to Dallas College Retiree Association)

NAME:
PHONE #: EMAIL ADDRESS:
ADDRESS:

GUEST NAME(S):

Please indicate by circling your choices:
APPETIZER: Crab Cake OR New England chowder soup
DESSERT: Victoria Cake OR Maple Pear

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: (no. of persons) x $17 (each) = Total $


http://www.DART.org

Historic Home Tour — Spring 2026

Don Baynham
donbaynham@outlook.com

214-287-7948

Caruth Homeplace

5556 Caruth Haven Lane, Dallas
Friday, March 27, 2026

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Built by William and Mattie Caruth in 1872, this

home stands on what once was a 30,000-acre farm.
The house was remodeled in 1938 by grandson Will
Caruth and then later restored by the Communities Foundation of Texas in 2000. It is
now home to the Summerlee and Hoblitzelle Foundations. Join members for lunch after
the tour (on your own) at Ozona Grill and Bar, 4615 Greenville Ave., Dallas.

Please contact Don Baynham if you would like to participate in the tour; his email
address and phone number are listed above.

Nasher Sculpture Center Docent-Guided Tour
Friday April 10, 2026 — 11:30 a.m.
2001 Flora St., Dallas

DC Retiree Association members are invited to the Nasher Sculpture Center to view
three-dimensional works by two of the most famous 20th-century American painters:
Robert Rauschenberg, whose works affected contemporary art, and Roy Lichtenstein,
pioneer of the Pop Art movement. The Nasher, partnering with the Dallas Museum of
Art, is presenting a selection from a gift of more than 50 works from the Roy
Lichtenstein Foundation.

Several parking lots and street parking are available in the area; parking at the DMA is
$5 per hour. Admission to the Nasher is $10; seniors, $7; educators with ID, $5; the
docent is free. You can visit the café in the Nasher for lunch, too.

Questions? Call Bob Chambers at 469-271-2684. Hope to see you there!


mailto:donbaynham@outlook.com

Fall 2025 Minutes
December 9, 2025

Dallas College Retiree Association

President Lisa Theriot called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. She welcomed the
members and introduced our special guests: Jonathan Blundell, senior director digital
experience, who assists the association with webpage and newsletter announcements;
and Dr. Justin Lonon, DC’s chancellor. Lonon shared brief remarks regarding a planned
refresh of the ElI Centro Campus as well as a medical campus in the Dallas Medical
District. The college has purchased eight acres of land for that purpose.

The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Karen Laljiani moved to accept, and Robert
Young seconded the motion. The Treasurer’s Report was approved.

The minutes from the Spring 2025 luncheon were presented. Judy Pouncey moved to
approve, and Irene Dryden seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

Don Baynham reported from the candidate search committee. The following list of
candidates was presented:

* President — Robert Young

* President elect — Thomas Anderson

* Treasurer — Robert Gonzalez

* Secretary — Ann Johnson
Delryn Fleming moved to accept the slate of candidates. John Trickel seconded the
motion. The motion passed unanimously. Lisa Theriot thanked Don Baynham and
Delryn Fleming for serving on the committee.

Georgia Francis and the association’s event coordinators reviewed upcoming spring
events. Georgia reminded the group to save the date (March 26) for the Spring 2026
luncheon at El Centro. Details will be provided in the spring newsletter.

Don Baynham announced a historic tour of the Caruth Homeplace on March 27, 2026.
Please contact Don if you would like to attend (donbaynham@outlook.com or
214-287-7948). Bob Chambers is still finalizing details about a museum event. Lisa
Theriot reminded everyone that we are still looking for a person to coordinate theater
events. Door prizes were distributed by Rosie Steffen. The meeting adjourned at 2 p.m.



mailto:donbaynham@outlook.com

Remembering Good Times

DC Retiree Association members always enjoy getting together, especially during the
holidays. Attendees at the Fall 2025 luncheon spent time catching up on one another’s
families, activities, trips, hobbies and more. Members also participated in the business
meeting and elected four new officers for the DCRA board.




Viva ltalial
DC retiree shares her trip to Tuscany

From the Leaning Tower of Pisa to other sites in Italy, plus France
and Spain, Georgeann and King Moss spent a wonderful 12 days
traveling and cruising the Mediterranean in January. Georgeann, a
lifetime member of our DC Retiree Association, shared some of
the sites and best memories from their trip.

Their journey started with a few bumps and delays, resulting in a

27-hour trip to Florence, Italy. Once there (after a re-route to Pisa
and then Florence), events settled so that the couple could enjoy their trip, spending an
extra day relaxing in a villa before boarding their ship.

Georgeann says, “Our cruise through the iconic western Mediterranean was wonderful.

Our first stop was a three-day pre-cruise excursion at Villa Il Poggiale, a manor house in
Tuscany. The original structure was built in the early 1400s, with add-ons done over the

years. The house has been occupied ever since it was built.

- w1 “Our cruise excursions took us to Italy (Siena, San
Gimignano and Pisa); the French Riviera (Villefranch-sur-
mer, a small beach town where the grandmother in Cary
Grant’'s movie, ‘An Affair to Remember,’ lived); and
Barcelona, Spain,” she says. “Barcelona is very pedestrian
friendly in a city where the old and new live comfortably
together.”

Georgeann adds, “One of my favorite days happened when
we were in Tuscany in Siena, where we had lunch at a
working organic farm called Agriturisimo Fattoria San
Donato. Afterword, we spent the afternoon in San
Gimignano.” (Folks who know Georgeann understand how
much she has been involved in earth-friendly green efforts at Dallas College and in her
community. She also is a master gardener.)




With a trip to Alaska on her radar, Georgeann loves, as a retiree, that she can control
her time and schedule. “One of the unexpected benefits of retirement is that I'm not
always in a hurry any more, “she says. “I love spending more time with King and serving
on boards of my favorite non-profit organizations such as the White Rock Montessori
School, North Texas Renewable Energy Group, Sunnyvale Library and Friends of the
Sunnyvale Public Library.

“Travel if you can. Seeing the world is such a treat,” says Georgeann.

DC Retirees’ Roundup

News Tip: How to Contact DC Retiree Association Board Members
Need more information about how to reach DCRA contacts? Here is a list for you:
* Robert Young, president: 214-538-2506; ryoung@retiree.dcccd.edu

» Thomas Anderson, president elect: 972-897-4023; tanderson@retiree.dcccd.edu
* Robert Gonzalez, treasurer: 214-868-3368; rbtgonzalez@gmail.com

* Ann Johnson, secretary: 214-693-3901; adjohnson0331@att.net

Ann Hatch, editor: 940-595-5552, annmhatch@verizon.net

Lisa Theriot, past president: 214-537-4294; Imtheriot@msn.com

Rosie Steffen, special events/luncheons coordinator: 214-704-1329

Georgia Francis, special events coordinator: gsfrancise@aol.com

Bob Chambers, museum tours coordinator: bchambers101@verizon.net

Don Baynham, visits coordinator: 214-287-7948; donbaynham@outlook.com

College staff members who provide assistance to the association include: Elizabeth
Sheppard, senior administrative assistant for chancellor support; Misti Crocker, HR
Employee Experience Center specialist, EI Centro; Donna Delaney, department chair,
School of BHGT at Cedar Valley; Jonathan Blundell, senior director, Enterprise
application development; and Karen Lee, administrative director to the chancellor.

News Tip: Scholarships update

Did you know that DCRA funds scholarships for Dallas College students? The
scholarship committee met recently, including DCRA members John Wells and Robert
Young, to look at awards for the spring 2026 semester. Committee members also
included other non-retirees appointed by Lori Tatch, scholarship system coordinator for
the DC Foundation. Ten students submitted applications, and we are able to give two
$1,000 scholarships this spring. We will not know who the recipients are until after
certification day in early February. Details will be included in the summer newsletter.


mailto:annmhatch@verizon.net

Spain at Its Best: Historic Streets and Cathedrals
DC Retiree Shares a Special Trip

Pyeper and Greg Wilkins enjoy walking, biking and hiking at home, and a cruise they
took this winter included walking cozy city streets and touring majestic cathedrals as
they learned about the history and culture of Spain.

Celebrating their 40th anniversary, the Wilkins decided
they wanted to visit Spain at the end of the tourist season.
Arriving a few days early to explore Barcelona before their
cruise departed and staying a few days after their cruise to
spend more time in Spain, Pyeper and Greg also stopped
in France, Italy and Malta.

M)

Pyeper shares, “Our favorite thing to do when we travel is
to walk and see as much of the city or area as possible on
our own time schedule. In Barcelona, we went to most of
the typical tourist spots, including Park Guell and Sagrada
Familia Basilica, both designed by the architect Antoni
Gaudi. Park Guell is an interesting mix of nature, art and
architecture. Sagrada Familia is the largest unfinished
Catholic church in the world! Construction began in 1882, and the main part of the
church will be completed this year. (Photo: Sagrada Familia Basillica by Greg Wilkins)
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“We visited several other cathedrals in Barcelona and marveled at the beauty,
craftsmanship, materials and scale,” she adds. “The stained class windows at Sagrada
Familia were incredibly beautiful, and we timed our visit in the late afternoon when the
sunlight streams through the stained glass.”

The last stops on their cruise included eight-hour tours in Marseille, France; Genoa and
Rome, in Italy; Messina in Sicily; and Valleta in Malta. “My favorite memory is roaming
the narrow, winding streets in all of the cities that we visited, as well as sailing into port
in Malta, which is a fortress city,” says Pyeper.

When she’s not traveling, Pyeper enjoys slow mornings drinking coffee on her couch,
walking and riding her bike, taking RV trips with Greg, cooking and helping her parents.
The couple plans to take Greg’s mother on a cruise for her 90th birthday later this year.



Colleagues We Will Miss

We recently have learned about the
passing of fellow retirees. These
individuals — our friends and colleagues
— are remembered for their impact on our
lives, the lives of our students and our
institution. We express our sympathy to
their families and friends. We also extend
our condolences to retirees who have lost
family members. (Glenda Easter, right)

Retirees of Dallas College who recently passed away:
Mildred Bell, ECC, 1/17/26
Ray Campbell, DO, 12/20/25
Joe David, ECC, 11/30/25
Glenda Easter, ECC, 10/22/25
Sharon Grubbs, ECC, 2/2/26
Carole Olson, ECC, 12/6/25
Larry Pool, MVC, 1/26/26
Roger Pool, EFC, 12/27/25
Vic Rizzo, ECC, 10/26/25
JoAnne Terry, MVC, 12/13/25
Hugh Wood, RLC, 11/21/25

Family losses for DC retirees:
James Baynham, father of EFC retiree Don Baynham
Bob Boriskie, spouse of ECC retiree Becky Boriskie

Other long-time employees
Tommy Thompson, CVC, 1/13/26



Recent Dallas College Retirees

Congratulations to all recent retirees from the Dallas College Retiree Association! We
are sharing their names and hope our members will encourage them to join.

September 2025
Doris Rousey, DC Admin

Zelda Smith, RLC
Michael Walker, DC Admin

October 2025

Patricia Disbrow, DC Service Citr.

November 2025
Raifu Durodoya, NLC

December 2025

Sandra Alexander, ECC
Robert Baker, DC Admin
Phyllis Camara, RLC

Don Cofer, BHC

Gregorio Hernandez, BHC
Barbara Johnson, NLC
Rhonda Lanier, MVC
Wayne Loucas, RLC
Markus Murray, NLC
Frederick Osei-Frimprong, CVC
Lisa Rattan, EFC

Nancy Summers, RLC

Thomas Thomas, DC Service Ctr.

Kendra Vaglienti, BHC

Joanne Vaillancourt, DC Admin
James Venison, DC Admin
Sharon Watson, BHC

January 2026
Susan Barkley, RLC

Thomas Fox, NLC

Iris Freeman, DC Admin
Stephen Herd, BHC
Rebecca Hertz, DC Admin
Garry Hodges, RLC

Lai Lau, NLC

Kathryn McFatter, DC Admin
Stephen McDonald, DC Service Ctr.
Dianne Perales, EFC
Carole Sakach, BHC

Maria Salas, ECC

Floyd Whittle, EFC



Time to Join or Renew Your Membership?
Membership and Contact Form

All 2025 annual memberships expired on December 31. If you are not on the Lifetime
member list; if you are an annual dues-paying member and have not paid your 2026
dues; or if you have not yet joined the DC Retiree Association, please join now as a
lifetime or 2026 annual member. You can use the membership form below or join online
on the Dallas College website. You can use this form to make a donation, too.

To join online, go to the Retiree Association website at https://www.dallascollege.edu/
employees/retirees/. Complete the form and submit your application. In addition to
submitting the application online, please pay your membership fee: $10 annual
membership or $100 lifetime membership. You may pay by check or online using Zelle.

Make checks payable to Dallas College Retiree Association and send it to Robert
Gonzales, Dallas College Retiree Association Treasurer, 7055 LaVista Dr., Dallas
TX 75214. To pay online using Zelle or if you have any questions about paying your
membership, contact Robert Gonzales at 214-868-3368 or robtgonzalez@gmail.com.

Today’s Date:

Last Name:

First Name:

Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Location you retired from:

* Please note: If you do NOT want your phone number and/or email address to appear
in the retirees’ directory, please indicate by placing a ¥ mark HERE:

* Annual Membership Dues: $10 OR

* Lifetime Membership Dues $100

* Additional Scholarship Donation: $

* TOTAL Enclosed $




News Tips: We want to hear from you!

We are looking for ideas, suggestions and “News About Us” to share with members of
the DC Retiree Association.

Please take a moment to help us make the Retiree Association everything you want it to
be. We would love to hear from you regarding any ideas, comments, and/or suggestions
you may have. In addition, if you have any information you would like to share in the

“Retiree Roundup” column, you can use this form to submit a brief update. We welcome

your photos too!

Send this form, a note, or an email to Robert Young at ryoung@retiree.dcccd.edu.




