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The Psychiatric Technician program is a certificate that prepares students for employment as a Psychiatric Technician. The Psychiatric Technician provides care and training for clients with mental disorders and developmental disabilities. The job duties may include providing assistance with and monitoring of patient activities and procedures, helping with basic needs, taking vital signs, dressing, and feeding under the direction of a physician or a nurse. Psychiatric Technicians work in hospitals or group homes and state mental hospitals.

This credential results in the acquisition of Psychiatric Technician workforce skills for graduates of the program and prepares candidates for successful completion of the American Association of Psychiatric Technicians Level 1 certificate examination.

Psychiatric Technician Certificate (C1.MH.PSYCH.TECH) is the program of study for this certificate. Students should contact Success Coaching for guidance on choosing their program of study.

Applicants must have earned either a high school diploma or General Education Diploma (GED) in addition to complying with Texas Success Initiative (TSI) requirements before they will be eligible to apply to a Health Sciences program.  Students pursuing this program are waived from TSI standards but must meet course prerequisites.  Students should consult the Success Coaching/advising office to determine their TSI status prior to applying to this program.

This information packet contains specific guidelines and requirements for the Psychiatric Technician Certificate. Submission of application materials verifies that an individual has 1) read the packet thoroughly, 2) obtained all necessary documentation from designated website addresses, and 3) understands the policies and procedures for application and acceptance to the program.

Equal Educational Opportunity
 Educational opportunities are offered by Dallas College without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.


For questions regarding accessibility of this document ONLY, please email sthompson@dallascollege.edu.
 


Psychiatric Technician Application Checklist

This checklist is provided to assist you in following the steps toward completing application for the Psychiatric Technician Certificate program.

1. _____Review the Psychiatric Technician Certificate Level I information packet.

2. _____If you have questions about the program, email AskSOHS@dallascollege.edu.

3. _____Obtain the immunization and physical examination requirements document. Some immunizations
         require multiple doses on a specific timeline over several months.  Therefore, potential applicants
         should review their immunizations at least six to seven months prior to the application deadline.
         Schedule and take your Hepatitis B titer test early.

4. _____Complete an application for college admission if you are not currently enrolled at Dallas College.

5. _____Submit official transcripts from all previously attended colleges and universities electronically to
         studenttranscripts@dallascollege.edu or to Dallas College, Attn: Admissions Processing, 3737
         Motley Drive, Mesquite, TX 75150.  Print dates of transcripts must be within the last three years  
         to be valid.

6. _____Obtain a Basic Life Support (BLS) certification at the health care provider level with the American
         Heart Association.

7. _____Create a SurPath account to upload:

a. Immunization records
b. TB screening documentation
c. Physical exam report 
d. Basic Life Support (BLS) certification
e. Personal health insurance

8. _____Request access to the secure link by completing the online Secure Link Request form.

9. _____Upload required application materials to the Secure Link:

a. A Psychiatric Technician Certification Application form and Signed Statement of Students’ Responsibility form

b. A photocopy of the student’s high school diploma, high school transcript, or GED certificate.

c. A photocopy of student’s identification, front and back.



Psychiatric Technician Certificate Level 1

Psychiatric Technicians (PTCL) are employed in various healthcare environments such as hospitals, clinics, and long-term care facilities.  Under the supervision of nursing staff and other medical personnel, PTCL’s assist in care and treatment of individuals with mental health conditions; monitor patients’ behavior; assist with daily activities; and support therapeutic programs. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk199844812]The successful completion of the Psychiatric Technician Certificate Level I will prepare the student to sit for the American Association of Psychiatric Technicians (AAPT) Level 1 certification, but graduation will not be contingent upon this. As of now, Texas does not require a Psychiatric Technician to hold a license or certification to practice. However, the AAPT certification is nationally recognized as a hiring benchmark.

Upon completion of the Psychiatric Technician Certificate Level I courses, the student must submit the Award Completion Application form, for the award to be posted on their transcript.  

The curriculum of the Psychiatric Technician Level I Certificate is found below.

Psychiatric Technician Level I Certificate

	Course Rubric
	Course #
	Course Title
	Credit Hour
	Lecture Hour
	Skills/Ext Hour
	Course Type*

	Semester 1

	PMHS
	1305
	Mental Health Services Technician
	3
	3
	
	W

	HPRS
	1204
	Basic Health Profession Skills 
	2
	1
	
	W

	PSYC
	2301
	General Psychology**
	3
	3
	
	C

	PMHS
	1160
	Clinical-Psychiatric/Mental Health Services Technician
	1
	0
	6
	W

	Semester 1 Total: 9 Credit Hours

	Semester 2

	PYSCH
	2320
	Abnormal Psychology
	3
	3
	
	C

	HPRS
	2231
	General Health Professions Management
	2
	1
	
	W

	PSYT
	2321
	Crisis Intervention
	3
	3
	
	W

	PMHS
	2166
	Practicum- (or Field Experience) -Psychiatric/Mental Health Services Technician 
	1
	0
	10
	W

	PMHS
	1391
	Special Topics in Psychiatric/Mental Health Services Technician
	3
	2
	
	W

	Semester 2 Total: 12 Credit Hours

	Total Hours Required: 21 Credit Hours


*Course Types are labeled as follows: C – Core/Transferable; W – Workforce
**Prerequisite Required: College level ready in Reading
General Admission Requirements to the College
Applicants to the Medical Assisting program must meet all college admission requirements as outlined in the official college catalog.

Applicants must have earned either a high school diploma or General Education Diploma (GED) in addition to complying with Texas Success Initiative (TSI) Reading requirements before they will be eligible to apply to the Psychiatric Technician program.  Students are required to be College level ready in Reading, which is a prerequisite for the PSYCH 2301 General Psychology course in the first semester. Students should consult the Success Coaching/advising office to determine their TSI status prior to applying to the Psychiatric Technician program.
Digital Records (SurPath)
[bookmark: _Hlk13822325]Applicants are required to have a current physical examination, specific immunizations, a tuberculosis screening, and BLS (Basic Life Support) CPR certification.  The School of Health Sciences utilizes SurPath, a medical record management company, to verify these requirements.  Applicants submit this documentation directly to SurPath which will verify whether the records are complete.  This documentation may be submitted at the time of application but all immunizations, physical form, TB screening, and CPR certification documentation must be submitted and approved before enrollment in their clinical externship.

Some of the immunizations require multiple doses on a specific timeline over several months.  Therefore, potential applicants to this program are advised to begin their immunizations as soon as possible before application to the program.

NOTE:	SurPath must receive this documentation and verify that a student’s records are complete by the application filing deadline.
  
If the student’s records are not complete by the application filing deadline, the student will not be allowed to enroll in the clinical course and practicum.  Please allow 2-4 weeks for SurPath to respond to the submission of documentation.

[bookmark: _Hlk88122397]The physical exam form and more information on SurPath is found at Immunization Requirements.  

SurPath Registration  
  
To set up your SurPath account, follow these directions:  
  
1.	Go to dallascollege.surpath.com/Account/Login  
2.	Click on the REGISTER button.
3.	Follow the directions to enter your name, email, etc.  
4. 	Choose the “2026 Spring Psychiatric Technician” program on the pull-down menu.  
5. 	Choose the “Unassigned” cohort on the pull-down menu.  
  
Contact SurPath at clientservices@SurScan.com or 972-633-1388 for assistance in setting up your account.   
  
For inquiries regarding your immunization records after upload, contact records@SurScan.com or 972-633-1388, extension 107.  
Psychiatric Technician Certification Level I Application Materials Submission

The application materials must be scanned as pdf documents and uploaded to the Secure Link by the application filing deadline.

1. Application form and the signed Statement of Students’ Responsibility form.  
2. A photocopy of the student’s high school diploma, high school transcript, or GED certificate.
3. A photocopy of student’s identification card, front and back.

NOTE:	Applicants are solely responsible for ensuring that their current official transcripts from all previously attended colleges and universities (excluding Dallas Colleges) are submitted to studenttranscripts@dallascollege.edu or to Dallas College, Attn: Admissions Processing, 3737 Motley Drive, Mesquite, TX 75150 prior to applying to a health sciences program. Official transcripts must have a print date no earlier than three years of anticipated entry to a health sciences program.

Diplomas from Institutions Outside of the United States
Some diplomas may be restricted or disallowed from schools outside the United States. International Coursework Evaluation is a multi-step process which may take several weeks.  The student must be enrolled in credit classes at a Dallas College campus before the evaluation process can be initiated. 


Submitting incomplete application materials will disqualify the application and the student will not be considered further in the application process. Students are advised to retain a photocopy of all materials submitted as their application packet and to SurPath.

[bookmark: _Filing_Period]Filing Period

For SPRING, 2026 Entrance:

The official application filing period for the Psychiatric Technician program is:
OCTOBER 27, 2025 – DECEMBER 19, 2025

Applicants are notified via email of selection status by January 7, 2026.


For FALL, 2026 Entrance:

The official application filing period for the Psychiatric Technician program is:
JANUARY 1, 2026 – APRIL 3, 2026

Applicants are notified via email of selection status by April 16, 2026.



Complete application materials must be uploaded to the Secure Link by the application filing deadline. Application materials are not accepted in person, by email or by conventional mail.

Notification of Acceptance
Individuals who receive an acceptance email are required to return a confirmation form within a specified timeframe to verify their space in the class. Failure to return the confirmation form by the specified date will result in forfeiture of their space in that class. Notification emails of acceptance, non-acceptance, or disqualification are sent on the same day.

Application materials are not “held over” to the next application filing period. Students who decline their acceptance may reapply again during the next filing period to be considered for a future admission opportunity.


[bookmark: _Hlk199847933]
General Information


1. The Psychiatric Technician program at the Richland campus admits a class of 20-30* students each Fall and Spring semester at the Richland campus. 

*The Dallas College School of Health Sciences reserves the right to make changes in program enrollment capacity.

2. The Psychiatric Technician program is a full-time program comprised of lecture, skills lab, and externship experience. 
 
During the first semester of the program, PMHS 1305 is offered online.  HPRS 1204 is a hybrid course, and PSYC 2301 is offered in-person, as well as online. The clinical in the first semester (PMHS 1160) will be in-person according to the clinic or physician’s office hours, Monday-Friday.
 
During the second semester of the program, the following courses (PSYC 2320, PSYT 2321, HPRS 2231) are offered online. PMHS 2166 is offered in-person. The practicum in the second semester (PMHS 2166) will be in-person according to the clinic or physician’s office hours, Monday-Friday. 


3. Students who plan to work while completing the program, or students who have significant family responsibilities are encouraged to plan their schedules to accommodate the time commitment which this program will require.  The demands of the Psychiatric Technician program suggest that a student may not be able to work full-time while enrolled in the program. 

4. Students are responsible for their own transportation arrangements to the college and to their assigned health care facilities for clinical experience. Clinical assignments occur at various Metroplex clinical affiliates.

5. Students must have submitted all current official transcripts (other than Dallas Colleges) electronically to studenttranscripts@dallascollege.edu or mailed directly in an unopened, sealed envelope to Dallas College, Attn: Admissions Processing, 3737 Motley Drive, Mesquite, TX 75150.

6. The official transcripts must have a print date of less than three years prior to enrollment to be valid.  Failure to submit official transcripts will void a Completion Application for the Psychiatric Technician Certification Level I program. 

7. Applicants to the Psychiatric Technician program must submit the official physical exam and required immunization documentation to SurPath and receive verification that they are complete by the time of application submission to be allowed to progress to the clinical experience in their first semester of the program.  Download more information at Immunization Requirements.

8. Proof of current personal healthcare insurance coverage is required for all health sciences students.  Documentation of coverage must be submitted to SurPath with immunization records at the time of application to the program.  Students must secure their own coverage and the insurance policy must cover the student at any hospital facility.  Information on college student policies and rates can be found at https://www.healthcare.gov.

9. Criminal Background Check / Drug Screening

Applicants to the Psychiatric Technician program are required by the Dallas/Fort Worth Hospital Council member facilities to undergo a Criminal Background Check and Drug Screen prior to beginning their clinical experience. Students are responsible for all charges incurred (approximately $96.00) for these screenings. 

Results of these screenings are forwarded to the School of Health Sciences for review and verification that a student is eligible to attend clinical rotation. All background check and drug screening results become the property of the Health Sciences Division and will not be released to the student or any other third party.

A clinical agency reserves the right to remove a student from the facility for suspicion of substance use or abuse including alcohol. The clinical agency reserves the right to request that a student submit to a repeat drug screening at the student’s expense on the same day that the student is removed from the clinical facility. Failure to comply will result in the student’s immediate expulsion from the clinical facility. Furthermore, regardless of testing or testing results, a clinical agency reserves the right to expel a student from their facility.  

NOTE:  Should a student who has been accepted to a Health Sciences program be prohibited from attending a clinical rotation experience due to findings of a criminal background check and/or drug screening, the student may be dismissed from the Health Sciences program.


10. Completion of the Psychiatric Technician Certificate Level I (PTCL) program is processed only in May and December.

11. Upon completion of the Psychiatric Technician Certificate Level I courses, the student must submit the Award Completion Application form, for the award to be posted on their transcript.  

12. The successful completion of the Psychiatric Technician Certification Level I program does not guarantee that students will be accepted to a Health Science program.  

13. Dallas College students who are enrolled in 6 credit hours or more during a fall or spring semester and 3 credit hours or more during a summer semester are entitled to a free DART Go-Pass for that semester.  DART passes are available two weeks after the semester begins. 

14. Individuals who were first-time college freshman students in Fall 2007 or after are subject to the guidelines of section 51.907 of the Texas Education Code which prohibits a student from dropping more than six (6) college level credit courses during their entire undergraduate career.  See Six Drop Rule for more information.

15. A student may apply to more than one Dallas College Health Sciences program during a given filing period. However, if the student receives an acceptance letter to a specific program, confirms their intent to enter that program, and registers for program courses, their application to any other Health Sciences program that may share that filing period will be null and void.

Further, an individual accepted for admission and currently enrolled in a Health Science program may not apply or be considered for admission selection for another Health Science program unless their current program of study will complete before the second program curriculum begins.

16. [bookmark: _Hlk46779242]Financial Aid: Students should apply for financial aid well in advance of program application.  

17. Please contact the individuals below for assistance (physical addresses):
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Health Sciences Admissions Office
	El Centro campus/Downtown Health Sciences Center
	301 North Market Street
Dallas, TX 75202


Email: AskSOHS@dallascollege.edu
Telephone: 972-669-6400
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Program information packets are revised June 1st of each year and other times as needed when program guidelines are subject to change. Students are responsible for ensuring they have the latest program information packet available at that time from the website below:


Allied Health Information Packets


Visit the Psychiatric Technician webpage.






[bookmark: _Hlk199846458]Estimated Expenses for the Psychiatric Technician Certificate Level I

	
	Dallas County Resident
	Out of County Texas Resident
	Out of State/
Country Resident

	Semester 1
	
	
	

	     Tuition/Textbooks (9 credit hours) *
	$     891.00
	$    1,521.00
	$ 2,250.00

	
	
	
	

	Semester 2
	
	
	

	     Tuition/Textbooks (12 credit hours)
	 $   1,188.00
	$    2,208.00
	$ 3,000.00


	
	
	
	

	Sur Path
	$    96.00
	$    96.00
	$    96.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Grand Total for PTCL Program
	$ 2,175.00
	$   3,825.00
	$ 5,346.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	





*     Tuition now includes textbook costs.  These and other fees are subject to change.  See official catalog for tuition table. A  Tuition Payment Plan option is available in fall and spring semesters.


Other costs to consider: Transportation and Parking Fees.




After successfully completing the above eight courses with a grade of “C” or higher in each, complete the Award Completion form for PTCL I.
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